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“...the Disciples were called Christians first in Antioch!” ACTS 11:26 

 

The Self-Ruled 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

The Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest 

_____  

His Grace, Bishop MARK 
 
 

July 3, 2008 

 

Dear to God, 

 
Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever shall be!  On behalf of my 

family, I want to thank you for your prayers and kind messages to my 

family over the last year and most especially at the time of the repose 

of my father.  The donations to the Midwest Mission Fund in remem-

brance of my father are greatly appreciated. 

 

 We were greatly comforted and blessed by the Baptism, Chrisma-

tion and Communing of my father by the V. Rev. Fr Alexander Atty.  

Following his reception into the Church by Fr Alexander, I was hon-

ored to commune my father for the very first time and anoint him with 

Holy Unction.  As he was departing from us, I offered the Prayers for 

the Departing of the Soul from the Body, while he was surrounded by 

his loved ones, the Trisagion Prayers upon his repose and finally to 

provide an Orthodox Christian Funeral for him.  I am most grateful for 

the clergy who travelled such long distances to be with me and my 

family during this difficult time. 

 

My family was truly blessed to have the faithful of St. Michael 

the Archangel beside us offering their condolences, singing the Trisa-

gions, the Funeral Service and providing the wonder meal of mercy 

following his committal service.  Thank you once again for your pray-

ers, support, cards and comforting words combined with your generous 

and kind actions.  The love you showed for my family drew my father 

towards the Kingdom of God. 

 

Your unworthy father in Christ, 

 

+The Right Reverend Bishop MARK 
Bishop of Toledo and the Diocese of the Midwest 


